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“Our goals can only be reached through a vehicle of a plan, in which 
we must fervently believe, and upon which we must vigorously act.

There is no other route to success.”     
~Pablo Picasso

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of the presentation today is to give you and your student an understanding of high school graduation requirements, endorsements, and the planning process.  Students will have many opportunities to learn about courses that are available to them once they enter high school through meetings, videos, endorsement fairs, and course expos.  Soon, a counselor will meet with your student to complete a four-year plan before entering high school.  He or she will have to select an endorsement and program of study, which will all be explained to you.  Every year after that your student will meet with their high school counselor to review and revise their plan to make sure they are on track for graduation and taking the correct courses to support their post-secondary goals.  Let’s keep going so you can learn what classes are required in order to earn your diploma in Texas.



Graduation Plan

Foundation Program 
with an Endorsement

Distinguished Level
of  Achievement

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under House Bill 5, all students will take certain coursework.  These Courses are called foundation courses.  Upon graduation, students will earn a diploma that indicates Foundation, Foundation with Endorsement, or Foundation Distinguished Level of Achievement.  All students MUST select an endorsement before entering 9th grade, and at SCUC all students will begin high school on the Distinguished Level of Achievement.  Students may not choose to drop pursuit of an endorsement until after their sophomore year.  However, it is highly recommended that students stay on the Distinguished level of achievement.



Distinguished Level 
of Achievement

“A student may earn a distinguished level of 
achievement by successfully completing the 
curriculum requirements for the Foundation High 
School Program and the curriculum requirements 
for at least one endorsement required by the 
Texas Education code (TEC)…including four 
credits in science and four credits in mathematics 
to include Algebra II.”

Text of New 19 TAC

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Beginning with cohort 2018, students who wish to be eligible for the Texas Top 10% automatic admissions law must achieve the Distinguished Level of Achievement.  The Distinguished Level of Achievement is the default plan for all SCUCISD students.  We would like for all students to graduate with at least one endorsement, but we also anticipate that some students will graduate with more than one endorsement.  Did you know that while students who are in the top 10 percent of their graduating class are eligible for automatic admission to any public university in Texas, except for the University of Texas, which automatically admits the top __6____% of the class. When college admissions committees look at the application of a student with an endorsement, they will see a student who is not only prepared to succeed at the postsecondary level, but who has a clear vision of what he or she wants to accomplish in school and in life!



What is an 
endorsement?

An endorsement is a broad 
area of study

 It’s a bit like a college major

?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So what is an endorsement, anyway?  An endorsement is a broad area of study, a little bit like a college major, but much broader.  An endorsement allows students to focus on an area of interest by taking classes in that area and even earning certifications.   An endorsement usually requires 4-5 credits.  The five endorsements are:STEM, or Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math,Business and Industry,Public Services,Arts and Humanities, and MultidisciplinaryYou’ll be given more detailed information about each endorsement later.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
So here are your graduation requirements.  As you can see, you will need to earn 26 credits. *Click* These credits will come from required courses and elective courses.  You will have many opportunities to earn college credits through dual credit, dual enrollment, Advanced Placement, and International Baccalaureate programs.  While in high school, you will also have opportunities to earn industry based certifications, participate in work programs and internships, and/or prepare for the military.



What’s a credit?
 High school students earn a 

half-credit for successful 
completion of each course 
each semester.

 Semester average must be 
70% or better.

 Students may earn credit if the 
year-end average is 70% or 
better.

 Attendance matters! Students 
who fail to be in class 90% of 
the time may lose credit for 
the course.

 26 credits are required for 
graduation.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before building your course plan, it’s important to understand the requirements for a high school diploma such as credits.   When you earn a semester average of 70 or higher in a class, you will complete a ½ credit toward your graduation plan.It is important to maintain good attendance.  Even if you pass a class, if you have too many absences, your credit will be denied.Also, keep in mind that your classification is based on the number of credits you have earned not the number of years you are in school.  For instance, you will enter high school as a freshman.  At the end of your freshman year, you will be classified a sophomore ONLY if you have five or more credits.  If you don’t, you will be re-classified a freshman your second year in high school.  You must have 13 credits to be a junior and 19 to be a senior.



College Level Courses
SCUCISD offers a variety of pre-college and college level courses.  All students 
whose career pathway requires a post-secondary education should consider 
preparing for the challenges of college by taking advantage of the these courses.

 Available in most subject areas
 Teacher input is valuable in making 

this decision
 Prepare for college
 Earn higher GPA
 May earn college credits in 9th-12th

grade through Dual Credit or Dual 
Enrollment courses, AP exams

 Learn to think, read, and write 
critically and analytically

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before moving onto the next slides, be aware that most academic courses may be taken on level or as a Honors, Advanced Placement, Dual Credit, Dual Enrollment, or International Baccalaureate class. Talk to your parents, teacher, and counselor about whether you should take these advanced academics classes in high school. Advanced academic courses are weighted when calculating your grade point average, or GPA.  Honors, Dual Credit, and Dual Enrollment are weighted 10 points per semester, and Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate are weighted 12 point per semester.Advanced may increase your gpa, help you prepare for college, and allow you to earn college credits while still in high school.



GPA Calculator Sample

• Unweighted

• Eng 1    90    92
• Eng 2    87    88
• Eng 3    85    86

• 90+92+87+88+85+86
= 528/6 = 88 GPA

• Weighted

• Honors Eng 1    90    92
• Honors Eng 2    87    88
• AP Eng 3            85    86

• 90+92+87+88+85+86
= 528+64 =592/6 = 98.67 GPA

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that you understand how to earn credits and know that you may take on-level or advanced courses, let’s talk a little about your GPA, or grade point average.  Your GPA is based on the grades you earn in the four core areas – English, Math, Science, and Social Studies and Languages Other Than English.  You may find a complete list of courses in the course catalog online.  Here is an example of how your GPA is calculated.  Look at the left column.  Here are a list of semester grades for English courses.  You would add up the six semester grades – English I 90 and 92 *Click*, 87 and 88 *Click*, and 85 and 86*Click*.  The total is 528.  Now you would divide 528 by the number of grades, 6*Click*.  That average is 88, which is also your GPA.If you take advanced academics, your courses are weighted.  Honors, dual credit, and dual enrollment offer 10 points per semester and Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate courses offer 12 points per semester.  In order to get the weighted points, your grade must be 70 or better.  Let’s take a look.Using the same process as before, add up the semester grades for a total of 528*Click*.  Now add the weighted points.  10 for each semester of Honors which is 40 points and 12 for the AP class which is 24 points.   Add the 64 points to the 528 points for a total of 592*Click x2*.  Now divide by 6 and the new GPA is 98.67.  It’s simple. 



Four Year Plans
Four Year Plan Ahead

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Every student in SCUC will create a four year plan.  Four year plans are used to help students follow a career pathway and complete registration for the following school year.  Four year plans are created with students in 8th grade and reviewed annually with students and with parents upon parent request.  8th graders will receive a paper copy of a four-year plan to start completing with their parents or guardians.  In January, counselors will meet with 8th graders to complete an official four-year plan that will need to be signed by both the student and parent or guardian.  The counselor will keep a copy and the parent will receive a copy.  Again, this plan will be reviewed and revised annually.



Recommendations:

1. Choose a challenging level 
of rigor that prepares you 
for your career goals.

2. The 4th English should be a 
bridge between high 
school and post-
secondary goals. 

English Graduation 
Requirements

English I (EOC)

English II (EOC)

English III 

English IV

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So let’s take a look at the courses that are required for all students.  Everyone must take English I, English II, English III, and English IV or English elective.  English I and English II have a state end of course, or EOC, exam attached to them.  



Additional 
English Options

• Creative Writing 1 and 2
• Literary Genres
• Debate 3
• Adv. Broadcast Journalism 3 *
• Advanced Journalism 3 *
• Advanced Newspaper 3 *
• Advanced Yearbook 3 *
• Business English *

* Not NCAA Approved
•

?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You may select these elective courses as part of their plan.  It is important to check the course catalog for pre-requisite requirements.  



Recommendations:

1. Choose challenging math 
courses that will prepare 
you for your career goals.

2. The 4th math course should 
be a bridge between high 
school and post-secondary 
goals. 

Math Graduation 
Requirements

Algebra I (EOC)

Geometry

Algebra 2 
and 1 additional credit

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The high school math sequence starts with Algebra 1 which has an EOC attached to it.  After Algebra 1, you will take Geometry then Algebra 2.  After Algebra II, you will select from a list of math courses.  Again, these courses may be taken on level or at an advanced level.  It is important to consider your career pathway and choose the math that will be most useful for your future.  SCUCISD recommends a college level math course after Algebra 2 if you are planning on attending college.Please note that a student MUST successfully complete ALL of Alg 1 before any other math class can be taken.



Additional Math Options
• Pre-Calculus (Honors/DC)
• AP Calculus AB/BC (after Pre-Cal)
• Calculus D/C
• College Algebra D/C
• Statistics (AP)
• Math Reasoning
• Engineering Mathematics
• Indep Study of Math-College Alg

(DC)*
• Financial Mathematics *
• AP Computer Science

*Not NCAA Approved

?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your counselor, teachers, and parents will be able to help you decide which math class is best for you after Algebra II.  As you can see, you have many opportunities to earn college credit through several advanced math options.  Your decision should be based on your plans after graduation.



Laboratory-based Courses:
1. IPC
2. Chemistry (Honors)
3. AP Chemistry
4. Physics
5. AP Physics
6. IB Physics

Science 
Graduation 

Requirements

Biology  (EOC)

1 credit lab-based course

2 additional credits

Recommendations:

1. Choose a challenging level 
of rigor that prepares you 
for your career goals.

2. Students may take either 
IPC or Biology their 
freshman year.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next, you will need to select your science courses.  Everyone will take Biology within their first three years of high school.  Biology has an EOC attached to it.  You will also select a lab-based science – IPC, Chemistry, or Physics and two additional science courses.  If you select STEM as your endorsement, you must take both physics and chemistry.  There are also some colleges that have specific science requirements for admissions, so as you meet with your high school counselor, you should let him or her know which school you might be interested in.



Additional Science Options
• IPC (Hon)
• Chemistry (Hon)
• Physics (AP/DE)
• Advanced Animal Science *
• Advanced Plant and Soil Science
• Advanced Biotechnology
• Aquatic Science
• Anatomy & Physiology
• Astronomy
• Earth and Space Science
• Environmental Systems (Hon/AP)
• Forensic Science
• Medical Microbiology (DC)
• Pathophysiology
• Scientific Research and Design*
*Not NCAA Approved

?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Although the last two science courses may be selected from this list, again, you should check with your college to review their requirements and also consider which courses best support their post-secondary plans.



Social Studies 
Graduation 

Requirements

U.S. History (EOC)

U.S. Government and Economics

World History or World Geography

Recommendations:
1. SCUCISD recommends four 

years of social studies 
beginning with World 
Geography.

2. Choose a challenging level of 
rigor that prepares you for 
your career goals.

3. If students/parents wish to 
“skip” a year of social studies, 
SCUCISD recommends 
skipping the freshman year.

Note: All students are 
required to take US History 
in the junior year.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You have some choices about social studies in your freshmen and sophomore years.  However, SCUC recommends World Geography or AP Human Geography in 9th grade and World History – AP or on-level in 10th grade.  All students will take U.S. History in 11th grade – on-level, dual credit, or advanced placement, and all students will take Government and Economics – on-level, dual credit, or advanced placement in 12th grade.



OTHER Graduation 
Requirements

2 Credits LOTE

1 Credit Physical Ed.

1 Credit Fine Art

0.5  Credit Health
0.5  Credit Prof. Comm.

Recommendation:

SCUCISD recommends 
beginning your foreign language 
requirement by your sophomore 
year.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to the required core courses, you are required to earn two credits for language other than English, one credit for physical education, one credit of fine arts, 0.5 credit for Health, and a 0.5 credit for Professional Communications.You should begin your language other than English course by your sophomore year.  If you have taken Spanish I in 8th grade, you should take Spanish II in 9th grade. Most students complete their fine arts, physical education, health, and speech credits by the end of their sophomore year.  Keep that in mind when building your four-year plan.



Languages Other Than English 
(2 credits required)

• Choose from:
– Spanish
– French
– German

• Must take 2 years of the SAME language
– Ex: Spanish 1 & Spanish 2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember, in high school, you will be required to have 2 years of the same world language.  You may choose from Spanish French, or German.  You may also select programming courses as your language other than English, but please keep in mind that not all colleges accept this.  Students should check with the college they plan to attend to review their requirements.



Fine Arts (1 credit required)
• Choices

– Art, Art History
– Theater Arts or Tech Theater
– Theatre Production or Musical Theatre
– Theatre & Media Communications
– Band, Jazz Band, Orchestra
– Color Guard
– Choir
– Dance
– Music Theory
– Floral Design
– Music Appreciation (DC)
– Pom Squad
– Dance Team

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You will need to select your fine arts course from this list.  You may have taken a fine arts credit in junior high.  You may still continue to take fine arts classes as electives and may even earn an endorsement.Some of the fine arts courses are classroom based such as art, art history, theater arts, technical theater, dance, music theory, floral design, and music appreciation.Other fine arts courses such as band, color guard, choir, musical theater, pm squad, and dance team are performance based and will require practice and/or performances outside of the regular school day.



Physical Education                                       
(1 credit required)

• PE Classes
• Dance Team, Pep Squad or Color Guard 1
• Athletics (any school sport)
• Cheer 
• Junior ROTC 1
• Off-Campus PE through approved vendor 

(requires application) 

PE
Choices

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You are required to earn one credit physical education for graduation, and there are many ways to meet that requirement.The first way to meet this requirement is simply by taking a PE class on campus.  Another way to meet this requirement is to be in athletics classes. Remember that athletic teams at the high school level are highly competitive and you typically must try-out and make a team in order to be in the athletic period.  If you are enrolled in an athletic class and don’t make the team, you will be placed in a P.E. class.Off-Campus PE requires 5 or more hours of rigorous / intense training under a coach’s supervision at an approved commercial establishment through a regular Monday through Friday workout schedule.   See your counselor for an application.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember, the five endorsements are:STEM, or Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math,Business and Industry,Public Services,Arts and Humanities, and MultidisciplinaryUnder each endorsement, there are programs of study.  For instance, if you are interested in cyber security, you would select the STEM endorsement and the Cyber Security program of study.  The Cyber Security program of study has a series of courses, or coherent sequence, that you would list on your four year plan.  We’ll take a look at the specific classes later.Let’s look at all the endorsements and pathways available to you. First is STEM – Science, Technology, Engineering and Math.  You should select STEM if you are interested in math, science, engineering design, programming and software development, or cyber security.



COHORT 2023 AND 
THEREAFTER -

ENDORSEMENTS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you are interested in science, technology, engineering, or math, then the STEM endorsement might be for you. *Click x3* Faster aircraft, bolder video games, better medicines – technology moves forward every day.  And tech savvy workers make those advances happen.  STEM fields offer higher than average pay in most cases and are fast growing.  The best reason to select a STEM career, however, is because of the cutting edge technology and scientific breakthroughs.  Without the work of scientists, technicians, engineers, mathematicians, and other skilled workers, most new products and discoveries would never be developed.Watch video.



Geometry
____________________
Math Course 2

Algebra I
____________________
Math Course 1

Pre-Calculus
____________________
Math Course 4

Algebra 2
____________________
Math Course 3

AP Calculus BC
____________________
Math Course 5

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now let’s take a look at some of the classes you could take in high school to prepare you for a STEM career.  First, If you select STEM as your endorsement, you must take Biology, Chemistry, AND Physics as three of your sciences as well as four additional credits unless your pathway is Math or Science.  If you select Advanced Math as your pathway *Click*, you would take Algebra I, Geometry *Click*, Algebra II *Click*, and then you would select two additional courses from the list provided – that’s advanced math!  In this example, the additional courses are Pre-Calculus *Click* and AP Calculus BC *Click*.These courses have on-level and advanced level options such as honors, dual credit, dual enrollment, Advanced Placement, and International Baccalaureate.  Your counselor will provide opportunities to learn about advanced academic options.



Chemistry
____________________
Science Course 2

Biology
____________________
Science Course 1

Pathophysiology
____________________
Science Course 4

Physics
____________________
Science Course 3

Medical Microbiology
____________________
Science Course 5

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you are more interested in advanced science as your program of study *Click*, you would select Biology, Chemistry, and Physics and then you would select two additional sciences from the list provided.  You could choose chemistry, physics, environmental science, astronomy, aquatic science, earth and space, environmental systems, or career and technical education sciences such as scientific research, food science, advanced animal science, advanced plant and soil science, engineering design and problem solving, anatomy & physiology, forensic science, or in this example pathophysiology *Click* and medical microbiology *Click*.



Principles of Applied Engineering
_____________________________
Endorsement Course 1 – 9th Grade

Engineering Design & Presentation II
_____________________________
Endorsement Course 3 – 11th Grade

Engineering Design & Presentation I
_____________________________
Endorsement Course 2 – 10th Grade

Career Prep
_____________________________
Endorsement Course 4 – 12th Grade

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In our career and technical education department, three pathways are offered in STEM – Engineering Design, Programming & Software Development, and Cyber Security.  If you are interested in any of these three programs of study, you will need to follow the course sequences.  For instance, the Engineering Design Program of Study starts with Principles of Applied Engineering in 9th grade *Click*.  In 10th grade, you would take Engineering Design and Presentation 1 *Click*, and in 11th grade you would take Engineering Design and Presentation 2 *.  In 12th grade, you would have some choices – Engineering Design and Problem Solving, Practicum in STEM, or Career Prep.  Whichever program of study you select, you would follow the same process for course selection from year to year.You might also notice that classes for college credit are offered in some areas, as well as opportunities for earning business certifications.



COHORT 2023 AND 
THEREAFTER -

ENDORSEMENTS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you are interested serving your community or country, then the Public Services endorsement might be for you.  You have several choices for a program of study such as 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
teaching and training *Click*  and *Click* family and community services 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Health Professions such as Health Informatics, Nursing Science, Healthcare Therapeutic Services, and Healthcare Diagnostics.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Law Enforcement, 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
And JROTC.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember, under each program of study, there is a coherent sequence of courses you must take.  You will also have several opportunities to earn business certifications.  Let’s take a look.If you select teaching and training as your program of study*Click*, you would select Principles of human services *Click* as your 9th grade course and Child Development *Click* as your 10th grade course.  In 11th grade you would choose Instructional Practices in Education *Click*, or Ready, Set, Teach.  Finally in 12th grade, you would select from *Click* Practicum in Education & Training 2, Career Prep, or Project Based Research.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Regardless of the program of study that you choose, you would follow the same process when planning for courses each year.  Although all four of these programs of study fall in the health careers category, they all lead to different certifications.  For instance, Health Informatics *Click* is the program of study you would select if you are interested in medical billing and coding.  Nursing science *Click* leads to a certification as a nursing assistant.  Healthcare Therapeutic Services *Click* leads to a Clinical Medical Assistant certification, and Healthcare Diagnostics *Click* is the program you would select if you are interested in earning a certification as a radiology technician.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Law Enforcement program of study offers two options.  You could select Law Enforcement or Legal Studies.



9th Grade –
JROTC 1

11th Grade 
– JROTC 3

10th Grade 
– JROTC 2

12th Grade 
– JROTC 4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
JROTC is the 8th program of study option under the public services endorsement.  You would take JROTC 1 *Click* in 9th grade, JROTC 2 *Click* in 10th grade, JROTC 3 *Click* in 11th grade, and JROTC 4 *Click* in 12th grade.  As with all of the courses offered, course descriptions can be found in the course catalog posted on the junior high and high school counseling websites.



COHORT 2023 AND THEREAFTER - ENDORSEMENTS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next endorsement you’ll learn about is Arts and Humanities.  If you are interested in fine arts, social studies, English, or languages other than English, then this is the endorsement you would select.  The social studies program of study *Click* requires that you complete 5 credits of social studies courses.  As part of your foundation plan, you will already earn 3-4 credits, so this would mean that you would only need to select one additional elective.



Band 1
____________________
9th Grade

Band 2
____________________
10th Grade

Band 3
____________________
11th Grade

Band 4
____________________
12th Grade

Dance 1
____________________
9th Grade

Dance 2
____________________
10th Grade

Art 1
____________________
11th Grade

Art 2
____________________
12th Grade

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you choose the Fine Arts program of study, you would first select the fine arts area you are interest in such as art, theater, dance, etc. You could choose to take four years in the same area such as Band 1 *Click*, Band 2 *Click*, Band 3, *Click*, and Band 4 *Click* OR you could select two different areas  -  Levels one and two in each.  The example here shows a student taking Dance 1 *Click* in 9th grade, Dance 2 *Click* in 10th grade, Art 1 *Click* in 11th grade, and Art 2 *Click* in 12th grade.



Spanish 1
____________________
9th Grade

Spanish 2
____________________
10th Grade

Spanish 3
____________________
11th Grade

Spanish 4
____________________
12th Grade

Spanish 1
____________________
9th Grade

Spanish 2
____________________
10th Grade

French 1
____________________
11th Grade

French 2
____________________
12th Grade

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The last two programs of study under arts and humanities are English and Languages other than English.  If you select English, you will have to take four English courses in addition to English I, English II, or English III.  In other words, you would still take English I, II, and III, but then you would take English IV and three other English electives.If you choose to pursue the languages other than English program of study, , you would first select the language you are interested in.  SCUC offers Spanish, German, and French.  You could choose to take four years in the same language such as Spanish 1 *Click*, Spanish 2 *Click*, Spanish 3, *Click*, and Spanish 4 *Click* OR you could select two different areas -  Levels one and two in each.  The example here shows a student taking Spanish 1 *Click* in 9th grade, Spanish 2 *Click* in 10th grade, French 1 *Click* in 11th grade, and French 2 *Click* in 12th grade.



COHORT 2023 AND THEREAFTER - ENDORSEMENTS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The fourth endorsement you’ll learn about is Multidisciplinary.   Multidisciplinary offers three programs of study.  The first is career preparation and development.  You must complete a minimum of four advanced elective credits.  This means elective courses beyond a principles level.  It is still recommended that you take a principles class your freshman year.  The other career preparation option is for you to earn four credits in each of the four core areas – English, Math, Science, and Social Studies, that are NOT considered electives.  The advanced academics program of study requires that you complete four credits in advanced academics including advanced placement, dual credit, and or dual enrollment.  The four credits do not have to come from the same advanced area.The third program of study under multidisciplinary is International baccalaureate.  International Baccalaureate, or IB, is an advanced academic program with a specific diploma.  Students must meet all the graduation requirements of Texas, but they must also complete some additional requirements such as a service project and extended essay.  The diploma is internationally recognized.  If you are interested in the IB program, you should let your counselor know or contact Samuel Clemens High School.  Advanced Placement, Dual Credit, Dual Enrollment, and International Baccalaureate are all opportunities for you to earn college credit.



COHORT 2023 AND 
THEREAFTER -

ENDORSEMENTS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Business and Industry endorsement offers many programs of study options.  The next few slides contain information about each program of study.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here you’ll see the sequence of courses you would need to take if you are interested in applied agricultural engineering, animal science, or plant sciences.  You would follow the same process as explained before by selecting the courses designated for a grade level.  By the time you complete the sequence, you would have opportunities to earn business certifications.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next is architecture and construction.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here we have digital communications and design and multimedia arts with a focus in graphic design, animation, or video game design, as well as fashion design. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
These next four programs of study are some of the more traditional business and industry pathways.  We have marketing and sales, accounting and financial services, business management, and entrepreneurship.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Culinary arts is one of the most popular programs.  It includes many opportunities for certifications, internships, and even college credits.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Information technology is a fast growth area that can often lead to high wage careers.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are happy to be offering the advanced manufacturing and machinery mechanics program of study.  This particular track is one that many of our community partners have recommended and even requested that we add.  We work very closely with many of these partners to allow for student and teacher internships.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Finally, we have advanced journalism.  



Plan for your extracurricular 
activities!

 Agriculture competitions 
 Athletics
 Cheerleading
 Debate
 Drill Team
 Fine Arts
 JROTC

 Once you’ve met the standard credit requirement, 
additional courses count as electives

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you complete your four-year plan, remember to plan for extra-curricular activities and electives.  You will need to include the electives you would like to take in your four-year plan.  You will soon learn more about elective courses under each endorsement.Remember, planning ahead will allow you to make the most of your high school career.



Why choose so early?
 Having a plan early allows you the 

chance to take advantage of all the 
opportunities that exist in 
SCUCISD.

 Choosing your path early does not 
“lock” you in to that path. You can 
change your mind!

 Exploring options early gives you a 
chance to figure out what you like 
and what you don’t.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So why do you have to choose so early? Having a plan early allows you to take advantage of all the opportunities that exist in SCUC ISD.  It’s important that you and your parents understand that choosing a program of study early does not lock you into that program forever.  You can and probably will change your minds at some point!  That’s where your counselor can help.  He or she is there to help students and parents navigate the career exploration process.Besides…exploring options early gives you the chance to figure out what you like and what you don’t like.  And, unlike college, these courses are either free or have a small materials fee!



Registration Plan

• Video Series for Students:  Jan 7 - 10th

• CTE Follow-Up:  Jan 13 – 16, Cougar Time

• Course Expo:  Jan 21 @ Steele, 5 - 6:30 p.m.

• Endorsement Selection:  Jan 27-30

• Complete 4-Year Plans:  Feb 4 - 12





Four Year Plans
Four Year Plan Ahead

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you work with your counselor to complete your four-year plan, you should be ready to tell him or her which endorsement and program of study you are interested in.  You will need to include the required courses for your endorsement in your four year plan.Course descriptions for all courses can be found in the course catalog linked on the junior high and high school counseling websites.  



 Partner with counselors & teachers. 

 Sign up for TX Connect to view grades and 
attendance 

 Review the PSAT 8/9 results

 Learn more –visit the School websites 
frequently.  

 Review with your child their four year plans.  

 Review Course Catalog

 Ask Questions!!!

How can parents help?



Questions?

For more information:

 Visit with your child’s professional 
school counselor at his or her campus
 Dobie
 A - Go Monica Navarro
 Gr - O Sara Schroeder
 P - Z Jena Ruhd

 Visit the district or high school 
counseling website.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Major Clarity account login should be the 
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